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A seismic event is one of the many

significant risks of nuclear power.



The consequences of widespread radiation

contamination is sobering.



Is Diablo 

safe?



The Hosgri Fault is 

just offshore from 

Diablo Canyon.



1973
USGS:“Our findings 
appear to be of 
considerable
importance.”

PG&E: Diablo Canyon had 
been designed “to handle
the greatest earthquake 
that could occur.”



1981: 

PG&E found 

evidence of an 

earthquake fault

within 500 feet of 

the Diablo Canyon 

nuclear power plant 

in 1967 but chose 

not to pursue it to 

avoid “additional 

speculation and 

possibly delay the 

project.”







1985 

A congressional 

report stated 

that the NRC 

had 

“circumvented” 

the licensing 

process.



1985

Nancy Culver of Mothers 

for Peace stated that 

“transcripts of closed-door 

NRC meetings provide 

clear evidence that the 

NRC acted recklessly and 

illegally.”
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The Shoreline Fault was identified by interconnecting the 

epicenters of earthquakes dating back to the 1980s that 

were clustered in the area.

PHOTO COURTESY OF USGS

2008  

The Shoreline 

Fault was the

most recently 

discovered fault 

in the area.  It is 

less than a mile

offshore.



Cartoon image used with permission of the artist, Russell Hodin ©2011



2010

The discovery of the 

Shoreline Fault  

coincided with 

PG&E’s application 

to renew its license 

and reignited 

community concern 

and the demand for 

more seismic 

studies.



2010

Mothers for Peace has

intervened to oppose 

the license renewal for

Diablo Canyon. Four 

contentions have been 

accepted for litigation 

– two of which relate 

to the potential 

environmental impacts 

of earthquakes.



In the wake of the crisis in Japan, concern about

the safety of our own nuclear facilities by 

government officials has been encouraging. 



http://www.oyetimes.com/news/america/10179-californias-diablo-canyon-nuclear-power-plant-located-on-a-fault-line

2011: The proceedings have been delayed 

until seismic studies are complete.
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Mothers for Peace 

supports shutting down                        

nuclear plants and 

investing in clean, 

renewable energy.



San Luis Obispo 

P.O. Box 3608

San Luis Obispo, CA 93403

(805) 773-3881

http://mothersforpeace.org

http://mothersforpeace.org/

