
San Luis Obispo 

Celebrating 40 Years  

Historic Highlights 



The Mothers for Peace formed in 1969  

because of shared concerns regarding the Vietnam War. 

 

The Mothers provided draft information and  

counseling.  They held demonstrations and vigils. 





When the war ended, the Mothers for Peace turned 

to other issues.  In 1973, Mothers for Peace (and 

Sandy Silver and Liz Apfelberg as individuals) filed 

as Intervenors against the licensing of the  

Diablo Canyon Nuclear Power Plant. 



1974 

 
Mothers for Peace requested  

that the construction of the  

plant be halted pending  

further studies of the 

Hosgri earthquake fault. 

 

 

The motion was denied. 



1974 

 

Liz Apfelberg 

at Board of  

Supervisors 

Meeting 



1975 
 

The Mothers requested a baseline study  

of cancer and infant mortality rates in the area  

around Diablo Canyon before the plant opened. 
 

The study was not done. 



1975 

 
A Mothers for Peace 

poster, designed by 

Lori McKay,  

showed a mother 

and toddler in 

profile.   



1976 
Sandy Silver, Raye Fleming, and Liz Apfelberg had  

been serving as lay attorneys.  In 1976, the Mothers  

for Peace retained the Los Angeles-based law firm,  

Center for Law in the Public Interest.  
 



David S. Fleischaker, lawyer 



1976 

 

Sandy Silver 

and Jane Fonda 

 

 



Jane Fonda with Mothers 



     1976 

 
 

 

“Mothers in the Forefront” 
 

 

Raye Fleming 

Sandy Silver 

Gordon Silver 

Jane Swanson 

 
 



Leon Panetta  represented San Luis Obispo in Congress  

    from 1976 until 1990. 
  

  

 

“Many groups turn hot and cold, but Mothers for Peace was always hot.” 



1977-78 

 
Mothers for Peace 

testified in hearings 

on safety, 

evacuation, and 

emergency plans – 

 

with their children  

by their sides.  



1977 
 

The Abalone Alliance was formed.  

Raye Fleming 



1979 

 
Governor Brown  

called for a  

moratorium on 

construction at  

Diablo Canyon. 

 



Some 40,000 people gathered at an  

anti-nuclear rally organized by the Abalone Alliance 

that included a speech by Governor Brown. 









Bonnie Raitt performing at a protest in Avila, 1979 



1979 
 

As a result of the Three Mile Island accident, 

the NRC announced a three month delay in 

the operating license for Diablo’s Unit 1. 



1979 
 

 

The NRC rules 

that Diablo 

Canyon is  

earthquake safe 

with adequate 

security plans. 



1979 
 

The Diablo Canyon Conversion Project was formed  

to research the possibility of converting  

Diablo Canyon to an alternative fuel source. 

 



The NRC only required nuclear plant 

security guards to be able to repel an attack 

by four people armed with legal weapons. 

1983 1979 

Mothers for Peace  

raised security  

questions early on. 



1980 
 

The Public Utility Commission allowed  

the construction to proceed at Diablo,  

and plant opponents held sit-ins. 

Rochelle 

Becker 



1980 
Mothers for Peace Meeting 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Betsy Umhofer 

Jane Swanson 

Nancy Culver 



1980  

 

Sandy Silver 

featured in the  

Los Angeles Times 



1981 
Sandy Silver scolds  

the Nuclear Regulatory Commission! 



Liz Apfelberg 



Mothers for Peace on the steps  

of the Government Center, 1981 





1981 

 
The NRC approved 

a low power test license 

for Diablo Canyon. 



1981 BLOCKADE 
 

More than 10,000 people rallied in a two-week non-violent blockade 

of Diablo Canyon organized by Abalone Alliance.   

More than 1,900 people were arrested. 









PG&E: “Just try to stop me from going to work at Diablo Canyon.” 





















Into the back country… 













Approach by sea… 



Actor Robert Blake 

was part of the 

blockade by sea. 







Jackson Browne – arrested and handcuffed. 











1981 
 

A young engineer 

discovered a design 

error in Unit 1’s  

containment dome.   
 

 

There was a 180  

blunder. 

 

The NRC 

suspended Diablo’s 

low-power license. 



1981 

 
PG&E knew about 

the earthquake fault 

in 1967 but chose not  

to pursue it to avoid 

“additional speculation 

and possibly delay the 

project.” 

 



San Francisco Chronicle 

An earthquake design error was discovered.   

By December 1982, close to 200 errors 

had been discovered in the plant. 



1982 

  
Attorney Joel Reynolds 



A Celebrity Auction  

fundraiser was held in 1982. 



1982 

 

Fundraiser 



1983 



1983 
 

Mothers for Peace celebrated 10 years of NO DIABLO 

with a 10 kilometer Walkathon and Rally. 



10 years 

of  

No Diablo! 



November 2, 

1984 
 

 

After a multitude 

of appeals and hearings, 

NRC granted a  

full power 

operating license 

to PG&E for Unit 1  

at Diablo Canyon 





1984 

 

Protest March 



1984 
 

Former Vice President  

Walter Mondale said  

in a San Luis Obispo visit: 

 

The Diablo Canyon  

Nuclear Power Plant  

is a “menace” 

that should never be 

allowed to open. 

 
 

 



Walter Mondale: “The lives of the people of this area are  

far more precious than the dollars of Pacific Gas and Electric.” 





1984    Strategy Meetings 

Jane Swanson Edie Clark Sandy Silver Betsy Umhofer 



Lea Anderson         Nancy Culver         Liz Apfelberg        Sandy Silver 





1985 

 
Federal investigators 

 stated that the NRC  

“circumnavigated” 

the licensing process 

in a “blatant attempt 

to escape legal and 

regulatory requirements.” 

 

 

 



1986    PG&E was granted a license to remodel 

(re-rack) the nuclear waste storage pools to increase 

storage capacity – despite protests and requests for 

hearings. 

 



1986 A federal appeals court placed a restraining order on PG&E,  

prohibiting it from storing any radioactive waste at the Diablo Canyon site. 

 

 



1986 
 

Mothers for Peace asked the U.S. Supreme Court  

to review the Diablo Canyon license. 



1986 

 
Despite the legal  

affirmation of the 

plant’s operating 

license, “This is not 

an obituary for our  

group or citizen 

opposition to the 

Plant,” said Nancy 

Culver, a member 

of Mothers for 

Peace. 



1986    Party for Sandy Silver 



 

Mother’s Day 

Action, 1987 

 

 
Mothers for Peace 

taking a stand  

against nuclear 

weapons at the 

Nevada Test Site. 



Legal challenges failed, and PG&E was allowed  

to collect rates based on the amount of electricity  

the plant produces. 

1989 



January 20, 1990,  

Mothers for Peace held a  

20th anniversary celebration.    



The first meeting of the Independent Safety Committee 
was held on May 22, 1990.  This committee was formed as a condition of the  

rate settlement.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It was recognized that because PG&E was allowed to collect rates based 

on the amount of electricity the plant produces, there could likely be a 

utility emphasis on production of electricity rather than safety. The  

purpose of the “Independent” Safety Committee was to keep an eye on  

PG&E.  However, it was given no enforcement powers. 

 



1990 

 
Mothers for Peace 

sponsored the visit of  

Olga Baskakova, a 

Soviet professor, to 

San Luis Obispo.  She 

left wearing a 

Mothers for Peace 

sweatshirt. 



1990  
 

Mothers for Peace 

planning protests 

against the Persian 

Gulf War 



December 1990 - Mothers for Peace members joined about  

1,000 anti-war protesters in a march through San Luis Obispo 



1992 

 
Kathy DiPeri was fired from her  

job as environmental interpreter  

because she refused to take the  

children to a marine lab at Diablo  

Canyon.  

 

 

A judge ruled in 1994 that  

she should be allowed to return 

to her job. 

 



1992 



1993 
 

Mothers for Peace intervened 

on the 15 year “recapture” 

of the Diablo Canyon licenses.   

 

The hearing was limited to 

maintenance and the use of a 

faulty fire retardant. 
 

This was attorney Diane Curran’s 

first time representing  

Mothers for Peace, teaming 

with Mothers for Peace member 

Jill ZamEk.  



In 1994,  

the NRC issued a ruling that 

the Diablo Canyon reactors 

could run until 2021 and 

2025, but PG&E was 

forced to correct several 

outstanding problems that 

had been pointed out by 

Mothers for Peace.   

 



Rochelle, Jane, and June  

helping with the paper piles in the case. 



1994    Habitat for Humanity 

Some members of Mothers for Peace helped build homes for Cheyenne River Sioux 

Indians in South Dakota with the Habitat for Humanity Jimmy Carter Work Project. 

Liz Apfelberg 

June von Ruden 

Kathy DiPeri 

Sheila Baker 

Joan Carter 

Ilona Ing 



1996 

 
Mothers for Peace 

collected supplies for 

Chernobyl victims and 

held a film, forum,  

and candlelight vigil. 



2000 









A resolution recognizing 

the 30th anniversary was 

received from the San 

Luis Obispo County 

Board of Supervisors. 



September 11, 2001 





Jane Swanson 

Liz Apfelberg 

Jill ZamEk 







2002 

 
PG&E applied to build and 

store “spent” fuel on-site in 

nearly 140 dry cask storage 

containers…  

 

increasing the storage 

capacity to 9 times the 

originally licensed level. 

 

Mothers for Peace 

intervened in the case. 

 

 
 



2002 

 
The NRC held a hearing  

in SLO regarding the  

dry cask storage facility.  

 

There was intense security  

screening of participants.  



2003 
 

The NRC denied the Mothers for Peace request for full  

evidentiary hearings addressing terrorism risks posed by  

the dry cask storage facility.  

 

The decision was appealed to the 9th Circuit Court. 

 
 



December 22, 2003 
 

The 6.5 San Simeon Earthquake renewed  

concern about the safety of Diablo Canyon. 

 
 

During the Earthquake, 56 of the 131 Diablo Canyon early warning sirens  

in the county lost power, requiring the installation of backup batteries. 



2004 

“The outcome of the  

case has serious national  

implications.” 

“Mothers for Peace has the  

dogged determination 

to take this fight further 

than anyone.” 

“The suit… accomplished  

something rare – it forced 

a question of nuclear safety 

out of the hands of the NRC 

and into the federal courts.” 

Re: 9th Circuit Court of Appeals 



2005 

 
The PUC approved 

the replacement of 

the steam generators, 

costing ratepayers 

$706 million. 



At the 9th Circuit Court in San Francisco:  
Liz Apfelberg, Morgan Rafferty, Attorney Diane Curran, Jill ZamEk, June von Ruden 

 

October 17, 2005 



2006 
 

A big win in the 9th Circuit! 
The NRC must look at the environmental 

consequences of an attack on the  

dry cask storage facility. 





Diane Curran argues before the NRC on July 1, 2008. 

 
She argued that the agency should more fully analyze the potential  

environmental impacts of a terrorist attack on the proposed dry cask 

storage facility at Diablo Canyon.  It was the first time since 1989 that  

the Commission heard oral arguments in an adjudicatory hearing. 



The first Mothers for Peace SCHOLARSHIP  

was awarded in 1990. 

Yearly scholarships are awarded to High School and College students  

who share an interest in working towards peace, social justice, and/or 

a clean environment. 









Annual Donation 

 
Every year, Mothers for Peace 

donates Jane Addams Children’s 

Peace Award Books to the San  

Luis City-County Library system. 

 





 1986   

Big Sur 

Mothers for Peace on Retreat 



1989   Big Sur Retreat 



1995  

Big Sur  



  1998 

      

San Antonio Lake Retreat 





Cambria 



 

 

An Annual Tradition: 

 

 

 

Lighted lanterns  

to commemorate 

the victims of the 

atomic bombings 

of Hiroshima and  

Nagasaki. 







 
The date of the tours is coordinated with the National  

Solar Tours where solar powered, energy efficient green  

homes throughout the nation are open for public tours.  

Locally, a cluster of homes are selected for viewing. 

 

Many thanks go to Ken Haggard and Polly Cooper and the 

San Luis Sustainability Group for organizing this event. 

eco home tours 
 





2009 
















